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Marriage Records
Found in Newspapers:

Engagement, Marriage, Anniversary
and Divorce Records

MARRIAGE IS one of the most important decisions many people make
in their lives, an act watched and recorded by society. Each stage in the process—
engagement, marriage, and the celebration of anniversaries—is often announced
to the public in the form of notices published in the local newspaper. For those
marriages that fail, newspapers often publish divorce notices and records as well.

These notices usually provide more information than just the specific couple
getting married—or divorced. You will often find the names of other family members
and their places of residence, as well as stories that help make up your family history.

Let’s examine the four kinds of marriage-related notices (engagement,
marriage, anniversary, and divorce) to see what kind of genealogical information

these notices contain.
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Engagements

Marriages are good news, and that news begins with the engagement
announcement.

Engagements are usually announced by the parents, as in this first example

printed by the Philadelphia Inquirer (Pennsylvania) on 4 March 1917, page 8:

Announce Engagement

Mr. and Mre. Charles Agl Pearcon, Jr.
f Manheim street and Pulaski avenye,
rermantawn, announce the engagement
f their daughter Florine, and Alr. Frank i
Morse Ebandacker, gon of Mr. Samuel JJ.
‘}u.u Ta th::‘,_ The marmage will take Announce Engagement
place m the spring. The cngagement is announce Mi
Miss Marie Atlee, of Wasne, Ta., an-|Bertha Clark, daughter of Afre. MHJL!?.
ounces Lhe engagement of her wniece,|Clark, of Meriden, Conn., and H. Sihley

AMixy Adele Atlee, and 3r. Charles Etan- | Lee. gon of Mr. and Mrs. Horace i
lcy Harvey, Jr, of Et. David's, Pa, of Haverford. - o il

From the first example, we learn:

« The names, address and hometown of the parents
« The names of the future bride and groom
« The name of the fiancé’s father (Why no mention of the mother?)

« Approximate time of the wedding (“in the spring”)

From the second example, we learn:

« The name and place of residence of the person announcing the
engagement (Surprisingly, the fiancé’s aunt is the one making this

announcement)

« The names of the future bride and groom (Why no mention of the

fiancé’s parents?)

From the third example, we learn:

« The names of the future bride and groom

« The name of the fiancé’s mother and her place of residence (Why no
mention of the father?)

« The names and place of residence of the fiancé’s parents

« Notice that in this example the wording is changed slightly and

there is no attribution of who is announcing the engagement
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Carefully examine these engagement notices for family history clues:

« Are the full names of the intended bride and groom given?

« Families come in all sizes, shapes and combinations. If the names

of the parents of the bride and groom are not listed—that is a clue

+ Dig deeper to find out why they were not listed. Death? Divorce? A

rift in the family?

« Families migrated across the country over the past centuries. Youth
went away to college in other states or settled in new areas to find
employment. Therefore, as in the last example, it is common to see
engagements of a young woman from Connecticut to a young man

of Pennsylvania.

These three examples of engagement notices provide a number of names and
places of residence for your family tree. Look for clues in the information given and
omitted from the announcements to further guide you in your research.

In the 20th and 21st Centuries it has been common to include a photograph
or etching of the bride-to-be or of the couple. Finding pictures of our ancestors in
their youth is an added bonus. Here’s an example of an engagement notice printed

in 1912 by the Boston Journal (Massachusetts) on 21 November 1912, page 4:

Announce Engagement
of FormE- Classmates

LI T TR
Histih gl Shiwe sagagrerei B sneTe——d

[ e N . Ty meepe———
Pralls Wekss, w=hs wers swsathasise| v, sl wbes 5 1 sl iha

Bobast, guedeuibng bs BOL wre b b
[arriad  Ths  segsgmwany
—
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Marriages

Let’s take a look at a typical marriage notice. This one was printed by the

Dallas Morning News (Texas) on 22 July 1962, section 7, page 4:

Whaley Memorial BMethalist
Church in Gaineaville wis the
setling dwr by Saleediy ved
dizg of Mex Jaan Wil and
Joha St MeMabos, wha will
live &= %2, Charles, 11, afigr &
sharl weddirg triz

Wr, and Mre, Johniz %, Wil-
5o ol CGainerville s parenis
of the bride, who i5 & forseer
sradent of Austis Collige ead 8
reaier of Alpka Dielia CRL

Toa bridegroom js the san of
Mr. and Mrs, I, L McMahen of

"5 Charles, N1, formecly of
Dallez. s way graduated in
My from Austin College, where
Jheowms opeeddent of Dhrake
lralemiey,

}-[f.IE. JﬁHﬂ 2L0TT
Joan Wilson Marries

John Scott McMahon

R i
MeBIAHON

Dy, Easl J Patton, wka
board ihe vows of the bride's
pécrents 12 years aps, olficiated,
nsxisled by the Rev. William In
Craig of Motona

The beide was gvest in Hdre
riape By Ber father. ard bonor
wiltendanis ware M= Jean
Wilson of Gairesville, sister af
the brida, and 1he bride proom's
farhar,
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Let’s enlarge the text block so that we can easily read all the family information
contained in this marriage notice:

Joan Wilson Marries

John Scott McMahon

Whaley Memorial Methodist Dr. Earl ) Patton, who
Church in Gainesville was the heard the vows of the bride's
setting for the Saturday wed.- parenis 33 years agn, officiated,
ding of Miss Joan Wilson and ascisted bv the Rev, William D
John Scort McMahon, wha will  Craig of Nocona

live in St Charles, 1l afier a  1he bride was given in_mar-
i+ i afl n r
short wedding trp. riage hv her father, and hemor
M 4N anendants were Miss Jean
Mr. an_: Mrs. Johnie W. Wil Wil of Gainesvilla: sister of
son of Gainesville are parents

; : the bride, and the bridegroom's
of the bride, who is a former gypay

student of Austin Collage and a
member of Alpha Delta Chi.

The bridegroom is the son of
Mr. and Mrs, J. L. McMahon of
St. Charles, NI, formerly of
Dallas. He was graduated in
May from Austin College, where

he was president of Drake
fnuh.»:-mhr

We learn:

« Names of the bride and groom

« Name and location of the church

+ Date of the wedding

« Reference to where the couple will live
« Names of the parents of the bride

« Biographical information about the bride: she attended college and

was a member of a sorority

+ Biographicalinformation about the groom: he attended college and

was a member of a fraternity
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« This announcement provides an interesting piece of family history:
the same minister that married this couple also married “the bride’s
parents 33 years ago.” It is common for a bride to be married in the
church that she and her family have attended—a good clue to where

church records may be found of the family’s history
« Members of the wedding party are named

« The notice also presents a picture of the bride that may be the only

picture you can find of her at this age

It is not just young people who get married, of course. It is common for
individuals to remarry following the death of a spouse or a divorce. Middle-
aged couples—and senior citizens—also tie the knot. Notice that marriage
announcements sometimes give background information about previous
marriages, giving us important family history clues. Here is an example from
1742, printed by the Pennsylvania Gazette (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) on 25
November 1742, page 2:

We hear from Stoneham, that Mr, Peter
Hays of that Town, aged 85 Years, was mar-
ried to an ancient Widow, aged 82: Thisis
the old Gentleman’s fixth Wife, and her
fifth Hufband.

That’s quite a bit of family history we learn from one brief marriage notice. If
Peter Hays of Stoneham, Pennsylvania, is your ancestor, you have a lot of follow-up
searching to do, since you now know that in this 1742 marriage, Peter gained his
sixth wife—and she her fifth husband!

Look for marriages to occur for young and old alike. Take this example, printed
by the Independent Inquirer (Brattleboro, Vermont) on 28 June 1834, page 3:
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MARRIAGES.

At Hinsdale, N. H, on the 17th inst. by Rev.
Mr. Strong, Mr. Edwin_G. Ripley of Hartford,
Con. to Miss Mariette Todd, of Hinsdale.

In Shutesbury, Dea. Oliver Dutton of Ludlow,
aged 73, to Miss Phebe Power, of Shutesbury,
aged 70 on the day of marriage.

In Albany, Mr. Joel Munsell, printer, to Miss
Jane C, Bigelow,

+ Inthe middle example of this marriage notice, Deacon Oliver Dutton
of Ludlow (Vermont), age 73, is marrying Miss Phebe Power of

Shutesbury (Massachusetts), age 70

+ Notice the phrase: “Miss Phebe Power, of Shutesbury, aged 70 on
the day of marriage”; is this a clue that they were married on her
birthday?

This wedding announcement is also a good reminder that newspapers
routinely published marriage information from a wide surrounding area. In this
example printed by a Vermont paper, all three of the marriages were performed
in other states: Hinsdale, New Hampshire; Shutesbury, Massachusetts; and Albany,
New York. Why news from such a wide area? The answer is quite simple: remember,
editors are in the business of selling newspapers, and the larger the area that they
provide “local” coverage for, the larger their subscriber base will be.

Thisisagood tip when doingyourfamily history research: if the geographically-
limited, narrow search you first tried turned up few or zero results, expand the area
of your search—newspaper articles about your ancestors may have been printed in

newspapers you would never have thought of or expected.

Anniversaries

Just like engagements and marriages, the news of anniversary celebrations
are joyous events, and the community is happy years later to celebrate with them.
Recognizing this community interest, newspapers often publish news of couples
celebrating milestone anniversaries—especially their 50th or 75th wedding
anniversary.

Here’s a good example, printed by the Dallas Morning News (Texas) on 19

January 1948, section 2, page 13:
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There is a lot of family history contained in this anniversary notice.

Let’s enlarge the text and see what we learn:

WHITNEY, Texas, Jan. 18 (AP).
—Mr, and Mrs. Thomas Elihue
Rose joined hands Sunday and re-
Wl inken. seveaty e yours an

en seventy-five
Jan, 16, 1873 FEES SO

Uncle Tom, 95, and Aunt Easter,
93, sat in white draped cheairs in a
hall above the bank in this small
town while the young pastor of
the Baptist Church read the cere-
mony in which they pledged again
their loyalty and love unti] their
life shall end.

“They are a wonderful old
couple,” was the comment most
often heard among the 100 rela-
tives and friends who came to con-
gratulate the two.
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« The names of the couple: Thomas Elihue Rose and Easter Rose
« Their wedding date: 16 January 1873

+ Their ages: Thomas is 95, Easter is 93

« The anniversary: their 75th

« The event: the couple renewed the vows they took 75 years ago;

“they pledged again their loyalty and love until their life shall end”
« Thecelebration: 100 relatives and friends “came to congratulate the two”

« The place: Whitney, Texas

The next two paragraphs are loaded with family details:

The co have 104 living direct
dmndl:'t;.“indnﬁn‘ nine chil-
dren, thirty-nine mduhﬂdren,

The youngest who came Sunday
was Anthony Steen of Morgan,
Texas, who was five years old on
the day his great-great-grandpar-
ents celebrated their diamond wed-
ding anniversary. The oldest was
their son, H. E. Rose, 72, of
Whitney.

« 104 living direct descendants (There: the challenge has been given!
If Mr. and Mrs. Rose are your ancestors, then you have at least 104

descendants to track down)
+ 9children
+ 39 grandchildren
+ 47 great-grandchildren
« 9 great-great-grandchildren

+ Youngest family member attending: great-great-grandson Anthony

Steen of Morgan, Texas, five years old

+ Oldest family member attending: son H. E. Rose of Whitney, Texas,

72 years old
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Two other paragraphs offer more valuable family information:

Theilr son, C. F. Rose, 52, Roscoe,
Texas, was his father’s best man,
and their daughter, Mrs. Joe Con-
EEEE' 55, was her mather’'s atten-

The children here Sunday were
Mrs. Connolly, W. T. Rose, 60,
Whitney; Mrs, T. A. Hendrix, 69,
Houston; Homer Rose, 65, Morgan
Mrs. J. W. Jackson, 74, Stamford
H. E. Rose and C. F. Rose.

-—

We learn the names and places of residence of seven of their children:

« C.F. Rose, 52, of Roscoe, Texas

« Mrs. Joe Connolly, 55, of Whitney, Texas
« W.T.Rose, 60, of Whitney, Texas

« Homer Rose, 65, of Morgan, Texas

« Mrs. T. A. Hendrix, 69, of Houston, Texas
« H. E.Rose, 72, of Whitney, Texas

o Mrs. J. W. Jackson, 74, of Stamford, Texas

Along with such vital family information as names, ages, relationships, and
places of residence, anniversary notices often provide family stories and details

that may be hard to find elsewhere, such as these paragraphs:

Uncle Tom and Aunt Easter
were born only five miles apart in
Tennessee. They met for the first
time at church and were married
two years later, The two came to
Texas in covered wagons in 1877
and moved to the Huron commun-
ity near here in 1894,

Rose was a farmer. The 95-year-
old man attributes his long life to
his fondness for buttermilk and
drinking no intoxicants.

His wife attributes hers to “rais-
ing children and working hard.”

10
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This is good information, the sort of thing you won’t find in a census or
other government record, but will find in a newspaper. You can’t travel back in a
time machine to attend the Rose’s 75th Wedding Anniversary—but thanks to this
newspaper article about their anniversary it’s as if you were there, sitting by their
side, asking them questions about their long life together.

These newspaper accounts of anniversaries can bring alive a precious
moment in your ancestors’ lives. You weren’t at the anniversary celebration, but

these descriptions almost make the event part of your own memories:

Aunt Easter wore a new blue
crepe dress with a white carnation
corsage. Her soft white hair was a
halo around her face. Uncle Tom
was dignified in a dark suit and
wore a bright figured tie and white
carnation boutonniere,

A few tears gleamed in their eyes
while the soloist sang “Silver
Threads Among the Gold,” and the
preacher, the Rev. Fred Devaney,
of Whitney read the ceremony.

On a table nearby were gifts
friends had brought and letters of
congratulations from the President
of the United States and the Gov-
en:fr of Texas,

t gives me pleasure to join with
Your group of g-mm in solicitating
you on this memorable oeecasion
and to wish you every happiness
in the days ahead” President
Truman wrote.

“I am sure you find comfort and
cheer in the reminiscences of many
years of companionship.™

Clearly, finding an anniversary notice for one of your ancestors can be a real

bonanza to your family history research.

11
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Divorces
As we’re all too aware, not all marriages last.

& o
Phillips, libel for Aivoree. :
Lon Miinn ve, Octave Mlan, Ub

for dlvorce. g 4 - . ol |-
Pl o MR S ar  Burer Divorce Cask.~—The Pensyl
petition fazm—— vanian of Monday, se1s that the Philadel-

{ ML Phia Court of Common Pleas has decided
_E n) Ina favor of the petition of Mr. Pierce
1 s Butler, asking for a divoree from his wife.
_ hSES Mirs. Fanny Kesmble Butler. “The decision
m E E * was made NOTICE.
“\““RQI inbsolate, ¢ g by Ann Birch
Th.

1 asif no m }.’IH .
Go will Be| Willlam Heary Birch. -

nn':. AS Usual, D F"lf:'-l Day nf-‘."l Tn' sald Willlam Henry Birch, whose re

posad Lo be at Monroavilie, in the con
g3 Taken ;p ay. May sih. |, n.,ogu, will take -:f:u, that Bacbel A
!HE cuuﬂ . e T

ctition having been prefer'd to the oy oﬁ,“;i.’i::ﬁﬂ'
llh-tll Li@lt.:nam-ﬁnvnmnur, and Council, by.. Hipwal Relfe, coms with neglact of 4
ik catel. . Plaining of her Hufband Ezru Rilfe for Violatlen of the Mar. ® 18 “'h““mrh :
set 37+, tiage Covenant, and praying fora Divorce ; Order was pafi'd, thata e ke
P M:ﬂ 1o - Hearing be had thereon, betore the Board upon Thurlilay "the Tenth pd OETE'HII. AN
i H.:‘; Suds Day of Oﬂd%:r uext, at Tena Clock in the Forenpon;, and thar Notice By TI.P tmlarn}
' Strup ™, e thercof be given in the Publick Prints, that fa the (aid Ezra may appear i
gt ey o before the Board at theTime above-mentioned, to mike Anfwer thers(y.
. MininE ﬂ-; s _ Acteft’ Sam” Holbrook. D'Y Secr”:
| court T dlsposes ~ ¢ i

i

For the past 300 years, newspapers have been printing news of divorce cases
that have been filed and/or granted. Here’s an example, printed by the Boston Post

Boy (Massachusetts) on 22 July 1751, page 2:

‘A Fetition having been prefer'd to the

Littenant-Governour, and Council, by, Hibuah Relfs, com.
. Pplaining of her Hufband Ezra Rilfe for V'fgl’utiou of the Mar.
 riage Covenant, and praying fora Divorce ; Order was paf'd, that a
-Hearing be had thereon, before the Board upon Thur{diy “the Tenth
Day of Ofmi:r next, at T'ena Clock in the Forenoon;, and that Notice
thereof be given in the Publick Prints, that fo the (iid Ezra may appear

before the Board at theTime above-mentioned, to make Anfwer therctd.

Attelt’ Sam’ Holbrook. D' Secr”:

12
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Divorce was a very public and complicated procedure in our nation’s early
history; divorce requests involved a hearing that was publicly announced, seeking
public input. In many states the final divorce had to be approved by the governor
or the state legislature. The process was far more complicated back then than it is

today. From this public notice we learn:

« The wife’s name: Hannah Rolfe
« The husband’s name: Ezra Rolfe

+ Date of the hearing: 10 October 1751

Divorce is a court action. Some states required plaintiffs to publish their
actual divorce petition as a legal notice/advertisement in the local newspaper. This
example was printed as a front-page advertisement in the 25 January 1862 issue of

the Commercial Daily Register (Sandusky, Ohio):

NOTICE.
Bachel Ann Birch

s,
Willlsm Henry Birch.

TIII"- sa'd Willlam Xenry Dirch, whoss reasidence ip
suppossd o be at Monroevilie, in the connty of Ha.
ron, Ohio, will take bBotice, that Hachel Apn Eirch
has filed hier petitionin the office of the Clerk of Com-
mon Pleas of Kris coonty, Ohilo, charging the said Wil.
liam Henry Birch with neglact of dnty, The
prayer of ssid petition is, that she may be divorced from
tkesaid defondant, and that the samy wiil be for hearing
at the naxt torm of said Court.

BACHEL ANXY BIRCH,

By F. Pettsr, her Attorney,

January 10,1861, 64-69

Divorce.

From this public notice we learn:

« The wife’s full name: Rachel Ann Birch
+ The husband’s full name: William Henry Birch

« The husband’s place of residence: Monroeville, Huron County, Ohio

Place divorce petition was filed: Erie County, Ohio

+ Date petition was filed: 10 January 1862

13
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« Name of plaintiff’s attorney: “F. Potter, her attorney”

+ Date of the hearing: next term of the Court of Common Pleas of Erie
County, Ohio

From these two examples we see that divorce notices can provide full names,
places of residence, dates, venue where hearing or court action occurred (and

where legal records may be found), and a brief peek into a troubled marriage.

Newspapers: Great Source for Matrimonial Records

As the examples have shown, newspapers from their very earliest days
have published all four types of matrimonial records (engagement, marriage,
anniversary, and divorce). GenealogyBank.com has more than 7,000 digitized
newspapers (click here to see the complete title list). These newspaper articles will
give you names and dates to help fill in your family tree, as well as clues to guide

your family research in new directions.

14
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